The subject matter of this volume is reminiscent of that reviewed at the fifteenth symposium in 1961 but with the very significant differences resulting from the appearance since that time of the paper by Jacob & Monod on 'Genetic Regulatory Mechanisms in the Synthesis of Proteins' (1961, J. molec. Biol. 3, 318) and of the discovery of the polyribosome (Warner et al. 1962 , Science 138, 1399 In addition the Bertner Foundation Lecture on 'Some Biological Consequences of Base-Pairing in the Nucleic Acids', presented by Professor Erwin Chargaff, is included. Professor Chargaff's plea for a return to the disciplines of chemistry will have many supporters, but the succeeding 24 papers tell of the progress made by people who might be subject to Professor Chargaff's charge that they 'no longer study nature; they test models.'
In the section on Biosynthesis and Control Mechanisms the discussion covers the role of synthetic enzymes, the polysomes, s-RNA, and of course the repressor hypothesis. Most of these studies have involved use of the simpler forms of life such as the T-even phages of E. coli, tobacco mosaic virus and poliovirus, but in the succeeding section on Molecular Basis of Early Development the emphasis switches inevitably to amphibian and mammalian species. The role played by specific proteins, RNA, nuclear proteins and hormones is discussed.
In the discussion of Later Development and
Control the significance of chromosomal puffing in insects, the effect of sex hormones in avian species and of metabolite regulation of enzymic activity is considered. Within this latter context is raised the important question of the role of allosteric enzymes, a concept initially proposed by Monod et al. (1963, J. molec. Biol. 6, 306) .
Since the M D Anderson Symposia have, as their terms of reference, Fundamental Cancer Research, it is perhaps not surpising that only the final 5 papers and 90 pages of the book deal with neoplastic tissues. In this final section many of the ideas described earlier are applied to the problem of how control mechanisms in tumours differ from those in normal tissue. In a stimulating paper Siperstein reviews the biochemical basis of the feedback system which controls cholesterol synthesis in normal liver and presents evidence that this feedback system is deranged in liver tumours. In the final paper Ephrussi describes experiments on the hybridization of somatic cells, a technique which must become increasingly important in the study of neoplasia.
The overall impression left by this book is that despite, or perhaps because of, the 'exuberant carnival spirit' of what Professor Chargaff likes to call 'pop biochemistry' much progress is being made and that at least some of the answers to the cancer problem will come from laboratories whose staff would not consider themselves to be working in the field of cancer research.
PETER BROOKES
Modern Trends in Rheumatology-1 edited by Alan G S Hill MD FRCP(Ed) MRCP pp xii+394 illustrated 95s London: Butterworths 1966 The title of this book is somewhat misleading in that some twenty of the twenty-six chapters deal with arthritis in its epidemiological, clinical and immunological aspects but the common nonarticular 'rheumatic' complaints find no mention.
The first theme is etiological research and four chapters on immunological topics combined with one on lysosomes and one on vascular pathology supply a useful summary of the present position. If the absence of discussion on a possible infective cause of rheumatoid arthritis is a measure of the scanty data on this subject, the statement that 'The SCAT is the most useful single factor in establishing a diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis. . .' is perhaps a measure of the present enthusiasm for the autoimmune concept of the disease. The second theme is illustrated by chapters on the pharmacological, physiotherapeutic and surgical management of arthritis. Little new is contributed, but then there is little new to contribute, except a better appraisal of the effects of various drugs. In this connexion surely the neuromyopathy of chloroquine, with its reversal after withdrawal of the drug and definitive histology and electromyography, is a proved toxic effect of this drug? The third theme is clinical observation. Surprisingly, the chapter on gout makes no mention of indomethacin (referred to elsewhere in the book) or allopurinol. Debatable points include the statement that the arthritis of ulcerative colitis never precedes bowel symptoms (contradicted elsewhere in the book) and that a full range of passive shoulder movements is retained in polymyalgia rheumatica. However, these are small criticisms of a book that supplies an up-to-date account of research in the arthritides but has little to offer over standard textbooks on management of this group of diseases. The plan of the book follows that of the first volume which was reviewed in Proceedings in 1965 (58, 941) . In each of the fields of assessment normal development is outlined and the various types of defect are classified. Methods of assessment are then described in detail. The high standard of production of the first volume is maintained with good illustrations and pertinent case histories.
Like its predecessor, this volume is intended to be a practical manual and indeed the emphasis is on practical aspects. However, such is the complexity of development in these special fields that detailed assessment must be the province of the specialist with training, expertise and special facilities. This book makes it all too clear that there are limitations to the scope of developmental testing with little more than enthusiasm, a Stycar set and half an hour to spare. For the clinical padiatrician, therefore, this is more a work of reference, the value of which is in providing a better understanding of theoretical concepts and the methods and practice of the expert.
Although their theme is assessment in cerebral palsy these two volumes embrace the whole field of developmental pvdiatrics and Dr Holt must be congratulated on presenting both theory and practice of this vast subject in such a concise and readable form. Glasgow 1818 Glasgow -1925 The early epidemics of Eastern smallpox and 'spotted fever' are reviewed from the standpoint of a medical student and of a resident medical officer in one of Glasgow's most renowned fever hospitals in the days of the great physician superintendents whose clinical acumen was unsurpassed.
Glasgow was then an overcrowded city with extremes of riches and poverty, and the book has many anecdotes of the essentially down to earth viewpoints of some of the ordinary citizens. Tuberculosis has always been a disease to be reckoned with in the city, and Sir Alexander Macgregor threw the whole weight of his authority to secure that Glasgow school children were given only pasteurized milk at a time when pasteurization was still a debatable subject.
The sad awakening of the Boer War resulted in the development of the personal health services as well as much social legislation. Glasgow had a high maternal and infant mortality rate and it was a subject for congratulation when the latter rate fell below 100 in 1933.
Sir Alexander Macgregor was recognized for his administrative skill and knowledge of public health, and his experience and advice were welcomed in the inner councils of the central departments. This book is therefore of special value to those who are interested in the development of public health during the present century, and it will form a record of the distance we have since travelled.
WILLLAM A HORNE

Hamilton Bailey's Demonstrations of
Physical Signs in Clinical Surgery edited by Allan Clain mB FRcs 14thed ppxii+627 illustrated 75s Bristol: John Wright 1967 This is a very well known book which has survived many editions and will continue.
The present edition has been re-written in many places but it still contains quite a lot of material that could be cut out. Some of the physical signs described are bizarre and if this book is for students of medicine, as it should be, and not a reference book of all the peculiar findings over the years, then it still requires further drastic editing. E 0 TUCKWELL
